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HERE bay been no one Wege of 


out Religion more ſadly perverted and 
but than the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
though ſtrictly rational in itſelf, and op the 


Hertel Advantage to Man in his preſent 


weak and degenerate State; yet has it been 
Joaded with fo many Abſurdities by the Fool- 
iſhneſs of Men, as to be a Motive with fome 
fox rejecting. the, Doctrine altogether : for 
Men are ever fond of running fiom one 
Extreme! into another. 


The chitng of Hache n on dus head 
due run ſo high. that neither Scripture.nor 


Reaſon can poffdiy ſupport them. And ſuch 
ſtrange Marks of the Influence of the Holy 


Spirit have been inculcated, and taught among 
us, as may ſet ve to opprels the good Chriſtian 
with the Terrors of Deſperation; and to puff 


up the Wicked and Prophane with the falſe 
r of Preſumption. 


This is the Article in which the Enthuſiaſt 


makes his boaſt; and by perverting of which, 


he 
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be applies the Sanction of Heaven to every _ 
fantaſtical Notion. that comes into his Head; 
recommending it as a Dictate of the Spirit ß 
God, And ſuch has been the Temper, of 
the preſent Times, that Enthuſiaſm has made 
large Advances amongſt us. 


Add to this alſo, the Revival of that Doc- 
trine which teacheth that Grace is ir-re/{ible_; 
and which, though the Perſons who maintain 
this Opinion, may not be ſenſible of the Con- 
ſequence; yet ſeems evidently to ſtrike at the 
very Foundation of Religion itſelf, as it de- 
ſtroys the Agency of Man. 7 75 


; 
i To ſet this Doctrine therefore in ſuch a 
| Light as may be conſiſtent both with Reaſon 
and Religion ; and to vindicate it againſt the 
| Infidel on one fide, who denies and ridicules - 
it; the Enthuſiaſt on the other, who makes 
| falſe Pretences to it, or boaſts greater Supplies 
| than it warrants; and alſo. againſt the falſe 
Opinions of Calviniſm in Reſpect to this 
Doctrine, is the Deſign of the following 
Obſervations, which, I hope, will not appear 
| to be improper in theſe Times, as this Doc- 
trine has at preſent each of theſe kinds of Per- 
ſons to contend with.-In the following 
Obſervations then I have endeavoured, Firſt 
to point out that Diſtinction between the 
Aſſiſtances of the Spirit (which is neceſſary 
N to 


PREFACE wil 
to be obſerved by every one, who will judge 
rightly and properly upon this head) its 
ordinary, and extraordinary Help, the Time, 
and the Perſons, to which each of them does 
belong, and the End and Defign for which 
each of them was given. For want of duly 
attending to theſe Circumſtances, the Enthu- 
ſiaſt is apt to make his boaſt of a more than 
ordinary Aſſi ſtance of the Spirit. —After this 
T endeavqured to prove the Poſſibility of this 
Aſſiſtance, from Co: iiderations of Reaſon, 
and Revelation; and then to eſtabliſh its 
Certainty from the Authority of the Goſpel, 


( ed WL af Ond ; fo that 


ſuppoſing this Doctrine to be contained in the 
Goſpel (which is evidently the Caſe) and then 
the Evidence of the Goſpel is the Evidence 
of this Doctrine. Theſe two Points are 
urged againſt the Infidel, who denies and 
ridicules the Doctrine of Divine Aſſiſtance. 
— The next thing I have conſidered is the 
following Queſtion : How may any one know 
that he has the Spirit? This was neceſſary to 
be enquired into, becauſe theſe preſent Times 
abound with ſuch kind of Perſons as talk 
much of having the Spirit, and who have 
placed the Proof of this, not upon what 
either Reaſon or Scripture will teach us, but 
upon ſuch things as muſt neceſſarily lead us 
into Error, if we pay that Regard to them 
which ſuch Perſons do require, 'The true 

5 Anſwer 
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viii PREFACE: i. 
Anſwer to this Queſtion is, by his h 
Fruits of the Spirit, which are the 2 of 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, To this both 
Scripture and Reaſon will direct us. And 
from hence we may judge with certainty, and 
without any dangerous Conſequence attending 
it.—Our next Enquiry was concerning the 
Manner of the Spirit's Operations. On this 
head we are greatly ignorant. And it bas 
not pleaſed God to inform us particularly of 
this Matter, becauſe it was not neceſſaty that 
we ſhould be acquainted with it. It we 
know enough of it to 'obtain that end, for 
which it was beſtowed, it is ſufficient ; "Ind 
there can, I think, be no Queſtion of this. 
Our Knowledge in this Reſpect goes far 
enough for the Practice of Holineſs. And 
this is the End to be obtained, For it is not 
our being acquainted with the Manner of 
conveying this Strength to us, but our having 


this Help really given us (of which we are 


fully certain from the Promiſe of God) that 
chick us for the PraQtice of Virtue and 
Holineſs.— But though we know not the 
preciſe Manner in which this Help is conveyed 
to us; yet, I rhink, we may be very well 
ſatisfied that it acts agreeable to the Frame of 
our Nature, as we are either rational, or free 
Beings : For you cannot with Reaſon luppoſe 
that God, who is the Author and Giver of 


this Afſiſtance, defigned by this Help to de- 


{troy 
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P'REFACE. ix 7 
thoſe Faculties, which he himſelf has F 
8 into our Conſtitution, and which 
ö made us to be what we are, Men! No. This 
additional Strength was beſtowed, to enable us 
for the Performance of what he required from 
us. The Man then till preferves his Reaſon, 
| and his Freedom, under this Influence: He 1 
| acts rationally, and he acts freely; This laſt 1 
| | Point, the proper Agency of. Man, is a Point hi 

which I have inſiſted upon at large, becauſe 

it lies at the very Foundation of Religion, 
and without it Religion cannot ſubſiſt. And 
if we admit the proper Agency of Man, and 

that the Grace of God may be reſiſted, a 

Conſequence will ariſe from hence that is 

not very agrecable to the Calviniſtical Scheme 

of Religion; I mean, that we may loſe the 

Grace of God. He that is 'now in the 

Favour of God may hereafter, by a bad Uſe 

of his Freedom, become an Obje& of his 

Diſpleaſure, and periſh finally. For if a 

Man is indeed a free Agent; and if he can 
abuſe this Freedom in ſome Inſtances, it will 

be hard to aſſign a Reaſon why he cannot do 

it in others. And if he can indeed reſiſt the 

Spirit of God in ſome Cates, Why ſhould he 

not be able to do it in others? And upon 

this Suppoſition, what can prevent his reſiſt- 

ing it ſo much as to loſe it utterly? For this 

muſt be expected, if he continues in his re- 

fitance ; and there is nothing which I can 


a perceive 
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ceive that renders it impoſſible for him to 
do ſo.— Allow then the proper Freedom of 
Man; , allow alſo that it is poſſible for him to 
reſiſt the Grace of God; and then ĩt follows that 


the Doctrine which maintains once in Grace, 


always in Grace, will be intirely falſe. The 
Uſe of this Inference 3 is to teach us Humility, 
and Vigilance : It ſpeaks the Language of the 
Apoſtle, Let him that thinketh be /tandeth 
take heed, leſt be fall. 


The laſt Queſtion which I conſidered on 
this Subject reſpects the Perſons to whom 
this Aſſiſtance 1s offered : And the Anſwer 
which I have given is, all to whom the Goſ- 
pel is preached. Some indeed are for con- 
fining this Aſſiſtance to a certain ſelect 
Number of : thoſe, who are called to the Pro- 
feffion of the Golpel, and exclude all other 
Perſons from the Benefits of this Privilege. 
And thus whilſt they think to magnify the 
Mercy of God toward a few particular 
Favourites; they do molt certainly leſſen it 
toward the generality of Chriſtians. A Doc- 
trine this which does not ſeem to breathe the 
Spirit of the Goſpel; or to be agreeable to 


the Attributes of its Divine Author, whoſe 


Mercy is over all his Works, and who is 
not a Reſpecter of Perſons, 


It 


| PREFACE. x1 
It is obſervable that many of the Enthuſi- 
aſts of this Age pretend to plead the Doc- 
trines, and Services of our Church, as a 
Support of their extravagant Notions, But 
as theſe Perſons mifapply the Holy Scriptures 
upon this Occaſion, ſo do they likewife the 
Doctrines and Services of our Church. Read 
her Doctrines, and they are agreeable to 
Religion and Reaſon. Examine her Services, 
and you will find them ſuited to that Piety 
and Devotion which is ſolid, grave, rational; 
not filled with the Flights of Enthuſiaſm, 
and with I know not what rapturons Ex- 
preſſions; but breathing that Spirit of Piety, 
which, though warm, is yet even and ſedate, 
not exhauſting itſelf in ſome extraordinary 
Flights of Paſſion, but continuing on the 
ſacred Flame of a manly, and a ſober De- 
votion, In ſhort, not filling us with Tranſ- 
rts of Imagination only, but requiring even 

in our Prayers the ſober Uſe of our Under- 
ſtanding. Such are the Services of our 
Church. In vain therefore does Enthuſiaſm 
plead them for its Defence. The Enthuſiaſt 
may indeed miſunderſtand, and miſapply 
ſome few of her Expreſſions, as he does 
thoſe of Scripture ; but then he takes them 
in a Senſe which they were not intended to 
convey ; and ſome of which Expreſſions, 
(though by the Alteration of Language they 
may be ſubject to be miſunderſtood) yet were 
a 2 never 


\| xii PREFACE. 

1 never deſigned to teach the Doctrines, in 

5 Defence of which ſuch Perſons have applied 

. them. In the following Obſervations then 

| I have endeavourcd to give the true Senſe of 

| | as many ſuch Expreſſions as were connected 
with my Subject, and to vindicate them rom 


| 
f 
\ 


the c of Enthuſiaſm. 


: | | 
| This Plea from the Do&rines of our | 
1 Church has been alſo urged by thoſe who | 
| maintain the Principles of Calviniſm. - Our 
Church is by theſe Perſons ſuppoſed to be 
Calviniſtical, and to teach thoſe Doctrines. 
And amongſt the Teachers of our Church, 
1 they who do not favour theſe Opinions, are 
ſuppoſed to ſubſcribe to Articles which they 
do not believe; and to profeſs teaching thoſe 
ol - Doctrines to which they themſelves cannot 

l - afſeat, This indeed is an heavy Charge, for 

it implies grol Hypocriſy, A Charge there - 
i fore which ought to be well founded, and 
| * ſupported; but which, I think, has not as 
1 yet been made good, nor indeed ever can be. 

| There have been Attempts enough to prove 
that our Church is Calviniſtical in her Doc- 
trines, but without Succeſs, And there has 
been enough ſaid by many eminent Men, 
which prove the contrar And though this 
Pretence of the Calvinift s may deceive ſuch, 
as will not be at the Pains to examine this 
Matter, yet, I think, it will deceive few 
| beſide, 


P'R'E'F ACE. xiii | 
beſide, | With regard to the Subject of the 4 
| following Obſervations it is, I think, plain 
| enough that our Church is not inclined to 
Calviniſm., Her Sentiments, as upon this 
Head, fo likewiſe upon others, ſeem to be 
very oppoſite to theſe Doctrines. She has 
no where told us that we cannot co-operate 
1 vith the Grace of God. She has not taught 
dat Grace is irreſiſtible. That it is offered 
1 but to ſome ſelect Profeſſors of the Goſpel 
only. — And that it is impoſfible, after. you 
have once received this Gift of God, to fall 
ſo as to periſh. | Such indeed are the Senti- 
ments of ſome amongſt us; but they are not 
ſuch as our Church has taught. any ot her 
Children: But ſhe has taught many Things, 
(ſome of which I have taken Notice of, and 
others might be enlarged upon, did my de- 
ſigned Brevity permit) which evidently ſubvert 
' theſe Notions. Thus far have I ſpoke on 
this Subject, to vindicate my Brethren of our 
Church from groſs Hypocriſy, with which 
- Perſons, of different Sentiments, are too apt 
to charge us; and by this Means to leſſen us 
in the Eſteem of thoſe committed to our 
Care; and thus prevent our doing that Good 
amongſt our People, which we might other- 
wiſe hope to effect. 


* 
— — — — — 7 — 


It is not for me to determine how far 1 
have ſucceeded in the Deſign of the follow ing 


Obſer va: 


xiv PREFACE. 
Obſervations. If I have ſet any Point in a 
clearer Light. or illuſtrated its Truth, it will 
anſwer the End for which 1 undertook it 3 
and I ſhall have no Reaſon to complain of 
Labouring to no Purpoſe : But of this the 
World muſt judge. If I have advanced 
any thing inconſiſtent either with Religion 
or Reaſon, or with the Doctrines of our own 
Church (which I believe to be founded both 
upon Reaſon 'and Religion) I could with it 
unſaid, and ſhould be glad if any Friend 
* would ſet me right, 1 ſubmit therefore 
whatever I have ſaid to the Judgment of 
Mankind in general; and more eſpecially of 
thoſe amongſt us, to whoſe Care the Inſtruc- 
tion of others in Religion is committed; 
but moſt of all, to our Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
whoſe more eſpecial Buſineſs it is, to ſee that 
falſe Doctrines be not publiſhed amongſt thoſe 
committed to their Care, 
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228 5 2 E Affiſtance of the Holy Spirit 
þ is one of the greateſt. Bleſſin 
See and molt principal Doctrines of 
My AV the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. It i 1s 
therefore a Point of ſome Importance to 
have right ; Notions of this Article of our 
Religion. The Diſputes indeed upon this 
Head have been ſo many, ſo warmly perſiſted 
in, and ſo long continued, that the Truth 
ſeems to be much obſcured, and very difficult 
to be known. But notwithſtanding this 
Perplexity, in which the contending Parties 
have involved this Article, yet the Doctrine 
of this Divine Aſſiſtance is clearly enough 
pointed out to us in Holy Writ, as far at 
leaſt as it is neceſſary for us to be acquainted 
with” it. 

B 1 


= 


— - 
n 
— * * * 


— 2 


—_ * — 


— ——— <> _ 
— py 


— __ 


— — — 
— —— 


1 tha RNS 48.27, bythe tne. 
of God, to point out in the cleareſt Manner 
Tam able (conſidering the many Diſp utes 
which have been raiſe] on this Head) the 
Truth with reſpect to this Article of dur 

Religion. And that I may do it the better, 
] ſhall begin with obſerving that the Oper a- 
tions of the Holy Spirit are commonly divided 
into two Sorts; the one is called the extraor- 
dinary and miraculous, the other ordinary, 
and is neceflary for the Practice of Chriſtian 
Holineſs. This is a very uſeful Diſtinction, 
> and ought carefully to be obſerved by us; 
and indeed was it ſo, it would preſerve us 
fol many Errors, into which Enthufiaſm 
is apt to lead us; and with which the preſent 
_ ſo much abounds. 


01 To 1 then oh the extraordinary __ | 
miractulous Operations of the Spirit. By theſe 
the firſt Teachers of Chriſttanity were in- 
ſtructed both in the Dactfrinet, and the Precepts 
ob the Goſpel, and were thus enabled to teach 
Men thew- Duty: By theſe alſo were they 
endued with the Power of working Miracles 
and mighty Deeds, whereby they proved that 
their Commiſſion was Divine, and in Conſe- 
quence of this, that which they taught was 
true, and carried with it the Sanction of 
Heaven. 0 | | 


4 Maw 
1 


( 

Now when'thoſe . and Precepts; 
which were thus neceſſary to be known, hut 
been fully revealed; and when alſo thoſe 
Proofs from Miracles and the like, which 
were neceſſary for the Confirmation ot theſe 
things to Mankind, had been ſufficiently 
vrrought, then theſe extraordinary Operations 
might juſtly ceaſe, as being now no longer 
neceſſary.— Accordingly this was the very 
Caſe ; the Holy Spirit directed theſe Perſons in 
what they ſhould teach the World; and to 
prove that he did thus direct them, he enabled 
them to perform ſuch things as were an 
evident Token of God's being with them, 
and {o gave them that Authority and Credit 
amongſt Men, which taught them to acknow- 
ledge their Divine Commiſſion, and to believe 
in, and ſubmit to, the Doctrines and Precepts 
which they taught. But when the great 
Rule of Chriſtian Knowledge and Duty was 
fully compleated, and thoſe Proots had been 
piven, which were neceſſary to confirm what 
was therein contained, then he withdrew 
as that immediate and extraordinary Injpiration 
which was neceflary to compleat this Rule, 
fo likewiſe thoſe extraordinary and miraculous 
Powers(which had been proper for confirming 
theſe things) as being now nolonger requiſite. 
Theſe then were the Privileges of Chriſtianity 
ina its Infant State only; and I think that we 
have no Reaſon to complain becauſe ſuch 

B 2 things 


(4] | 
things are not to be. ſeen in our Days, for had 


they been continued down to theſe Times; 
as they would have been more common, ſo 
would they, in Proportion to this, have loſt 
of their Weight and Force with us. And foraſ- 
much as the Chriſtian Religion, when once 
proved to be true by theſe Means, muſt always 
remaid ſo, without the Continuance of theſe 
Miracles, nt would therefore nee rr 
N 1 D 2111 Lats 2.20 
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But as to the endinary Operations of the 
Holy Spirit, thete are the Privileges of 
Chriflians in all Ages,and are given;as is evident 
from Holy Writ, to effect a Change of our 
Affections and our Piactice, from the Love 
and Practice of Sin, to that of "Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs ; which Change is, in the 
Phraſe of our Religion, pointed out to us 
under thoſe figurative Expreſſions of being 
born again, of dying to Sin, and living. to 
Righteouſneſs, of Rencvation, ot being born 
of the Spirit, and ſuch like, and by a a Word 
more eaſily underſtood. I mean Repentance; 
and this Change in our Natures, is that ſealing 
of the Spirit which St. Paul ſpeaks of ib 
the Day of Redemption, or our full and perfect 
Deliverance from Sin and Death, to the 
Enjoyment of Glory and Happineſs at the 
Day of Judgment : It is that Mark by which 
we are known to be the Children ot God in 
this 


8 
this Life, and that Qualification by which we 


are prepared tor Happineſs in the next. — 
Now foraſmuch as this Love and Practice of 
Holineſs is required of all Chriſtians, not 
only of thoſe who lived in the primitive 
Ages of our Religion, but of all thoſe like- 
wiſe who ſhall ever come to the Knowledge 
of. the Goſpel, even to the Endof the World ; 

theſe ordinary Operations therefore. of the 
Holy Spirit are neceſſary, are promiſed, and 
will be continued to all, even to the End of 


we) World. 


No God's beſtowing upon us this /yper- 
natural Aſſiſtance, evidently. ſuppoſeth that 
we ſtand in need of it; that we are unable, 
of ourſelves, to perform that Obedience to 
his Laws which he has required of us; for 
it does not appear to be conſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom of the Deity to give this additional 
Strength, was it unneceſſary and ſuperfluous. 

If then you ſuppoſe, that the preſent Powers 
of Nature are ſufficient of themſelves for the 
Purpoſes of Holineſs, you will not eaſily per- 
ceive the Wiſdom of God, in imparting unto 
us this further Help of his Spirit: But if you 
are ſatisfied that Nature, in its preſent Con- 
dition, is too weak for the Practice of theſe 
Things, you will not only ſee the Wiſdom, 

but you will alſo have the greateſt Reaſon to 
adore the Goodneſs of that God, who came 


to 


(6] 

to your Aſſiſtance by his Spirit, when! you 
could by no means help yourſelf Our Ree 
gion theh, you may obſerve, does evidentl; 

ſuppoſe the Weatncf; and Corruption of th 

Human Nature ; aud to ſupply as with 
Stengtir ir ths our /aknrfs,. and tos enable 
us to recover that Pw iy from whence we 
hive fallen, this fpititual A ſſiſtance Was af. 
forded us—That our Nature, in its preſent 
State, is indeed tadly rab med and corrupted, 
is not only taught us by Religion, but, it is 
alſo evident in Fact. Conſult but your own 
Experience, and what you perceive within 
„youtſelf, and you will be convinced of this 
Point. Do but obſerve how weak and oh. 
ſcure your Reaſon; how unable your Con- 
ſcience is to maintain that Sowreighty and 
Dominion over your . moral Powers, foc 
which God defigned it; how unruly your 
Appetites and Paſſions, 155 apt to fix tliem- 
ſelves upon unlawful, and how averſe to pro- 
per objects] If this be the preſent State of 
our Nature, and that it is 1 think Experience 
cries aloud, the Conſequence is, that the Hu- 
man Nature is depraved ſince its original 
Conſtitution; becauſe it cannot well be ſup- 
poſed that God, who is a Being of the great- 
eſt Purity and Holineſs, would have created 
us in this manner, uit 7510 Law in our Mem- 
ber s warring agoint the Law of our Minds, 
ny bringing us into Captivity unis the Law 


of 


— 
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f Sin which is in our Members, Rom. vii. 2 3 
But tho indeed Reaſon and Experience, as 
well as our Religion, may teach us the Fact, 
that we are corrupted; and from hence Reaſon 


as well as Revelation may conclude that it is 


God that muſt / in us both to will and 10 
da what is good; yet it is Revelation only 
which can diſcover to us the Origin, and 
Fountain, from whence this Corruption 
flowed upon Mankind; the Corruption of 


our firſt ene by their Tranſgreſſion of the 


Law of God. Conſcious then of your own 
Weakneſs, and Degeneracy, you will be glad 


to: accept of, and thankful to the Mercy of 
God for, this Bleſſing of the Divine Aſſiſt- 


ance.-—This ſeems evidently to be our Caſe. 
We could never expect Happineſs from an 


Holy and Righteous God, without being 


ourſelves firſt Holy; and Holy we could 


never have been, on Account of the Degene- 


racy of our Nature, had not the Spirit of 


God been given for our Aid and Aſſiſtance. 
Now foraſmuch as Chriſt Jeſus, the great 


Author of our Religion, came into the World 
to obtain for us the Pardon of our Sins, and 
eternal Happineſs, he has therefore obtained 
for us whatever means were neceſſaty to this 
end; and therefore he has procured for us 
the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 8 pit to. qualify 
us tor ſuch great Bleſſings, that our Natures 


being 5 and purified by Divine Grace, 


we 


5 
we might through his Merits be meet Par- 
takers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Heaven. From hence then the Neceſfity of ö 


Divine Andes Is proves 


As to the Poſibility of giving us ahh Spi- 4 
tual A ſſiſtance for our Recovery to the Practioe 
of Holineſs, there is no Perſon, who will 
admit the Goſpel to be 4 Revelation from 
Almighty God, can by any Means doubt of 
it, for the Goſpel evidently” ſuppoſeth that 
this Help will be given; and it cannot be 
thought that God, from whom our Religion 
is in this Caſe alldwed to have come, can 
promiſe to do what is impoſſible for, him to 
perform. Admit then the Truth of Chriſti- 
anity, and you muſt neceſſarily admit alſo 
the Poſſibility of giving this Spiritual Aſſiſt- 
ance. The Evidence then of our Religion 
is alſo an Evidence of the Poſſibility of the 
Thing; and it is for thoſe Perſons,” who ad- 
mit the Evidence of Chriſtianity, that this 
Tract is chiefly intended. Men of Senſe and 
Spirit, as the Infidels of this Age would be. 
thought to be, may queſtion its Poſſibilzty, be- 
cauſe they conceive not the manner in which 
it may be conveyed ; a kind of Objection 
this, which Men are ſeldom ſo weak as to 
urge in any Caſe but that of Religion: but 
they muſt make uſe of what Objections they 


can find. If theſe Perſons therefore would 
prove, 


[9] 
prove, that God can do nothing but what 
they can fully conceive the Manner of his 


doing, this Objection would be allowed; it 
is otherwiſe altogether uſeleſs and ridiculous : 
and whoever will attempt to prove this, muſt 
argue againſt the plaineſt and moſt evident 
Facts, and what every Senſe he hath, as well 
as his Reaſon, muſt notoriouſly contradict. 
But conſider further, in Anſwer to this Ob- 
jection, that the Being, who is to beſtow this 
Help upon us, is no other than that very 
Being who at firſt gave us Exiſtence, and 
conſequently all theſe Powers, whether natural 
or moral, that we poſſeſs. Suppoſe then our 
moral Faculties to be at any Time weakened 
or corrupted, can you think it impoſſible for 
Him, who at firſt made us, to reſtore them 
to their original Strength and Purity ? No 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, why the one ſhould 
be impoſſible, any more than the other; and 
therefore it may juſtly be concluded, that 
that Being, who has done the one, may, if he 
pleaſe, perform the other. He, who at firſt 
gave us theſe moral Powers, endued us with 
Strength and Innocence, may,when they are 
weakened and depraved, reſtore them to their 
primitive Strength and Purity. But ſuppoſe 
that in recovering of us to this our original 
State He ſhould not effect it all at once, and on 
a ſudden, by an Act of his Almighty Power, 
but by Degrees, and by requiring our Con- 
SY C 


CUITENCE 
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currence with this ſupernatural Aſſiſtance in 
order to obtain this End : This gradual 
Method carries with it no Appearance of an 
Impoſſibility, but is very agreable to the preſent 
State of Mankind, which is that of Probation 
and Trial, and is indeed a proper Exerciſe of 
our Virtue, —Now this is the very thing that 
God doth for us, by giving us the Help of 
his Grace and Holy Spirit. Our Nature is 
at preſent weakened and corrupted ; our 
Paſſions have got the Aſcendancy over our 
other moral Powers, Reaſon and Conſcience, to 
which, by the Will of Gad, they ought to 
be ſubſervient : But the Divine Being, by 
this Aſſiſtance of his Grace and Holy Spirit, 
which conveys a freſh and additional 
Strength to us, enableth us to check this 
Unrulineſs of our Paſſions, and to regain to 
our Reaſon and Conſcience their primitive 
Power and Authority, and ſo by Degrees to 
recover that Y Image of Purity and Holineſs, 
which was the original Character of our 
Nature. 


But ſuppoſe the Paſibility of giving this 
Help, and of recovering us to our original 
Condition, yet this will be but of ſmall 
Advantage, unleſs we can prove its Certainty, 
It is not ſufficient that we know that God 
is able to do this, but we mult alſo know 
that he is willing to do it, If then you 

enquire 


2d. eas a. ** —— — 
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enquire after the Will of God in this Reſpect, 
fearch the Goſpel of Chriſt, which contains 
the revealed Will of God to Mankind. In 
theſe ſacred Pages you will find the Promiſe, 
and Certainty of this Aſſiſtance, which teach 
this DoQrine in thoſe Paſſages, in which it is 
faid that we are led by the Spirit, that by the 
Spirit we mortify the Deeds of the Body or the 
Fleſb, that we are born of, and ſanttified by the 
Spirit, and fuch like, Hence alſo the Works of 
Holineſs are called the Fruits of the Spirit, 
becauſe it is by this Atfiſtance that we are 
enabled to bring them forth. From theſe, 
and ſuch like Paſſages, you may learn the 
Certainty of this Divine Help. 


It may not be thought an improper Queſ- 
tion to aſk in theſe Days, how may any one 
know that he has the Sprrit? And to this I 
anſwer, by his Life and Converſation.” The 
End and Deſign of giving us this ſpiritual 
Aſſiſtance was to enable us for the Practice 
of Chriſtian Holineſs, or Obedience to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. Do you then live as it 
becometh the Goſpel? Do you avoid thoſe 
things which it has forbidden, and perform 
thoſe things which is has commanded ? If 
this be your cafe, you may reſt aſſured you 
bave the Spirit in that Manner, which is 
required of us in theſe preſent Times ; you 
are indeed influenced thereby, becauſe without 

C23 - this 
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this ſpititual Help you could not do theſe 
things; and the more perfect you are in 
complying with them, the more are you 
influenced by the Holy Spirit : And this is 
true, notwithſtanding you do not perceive 
within yourſelf all thoſe frong Emotions of 175 
Mind, and have not your Paſſians, your Hopes 
and Fears, raiſed in fo boiſterous a Manner as 
ſome talk of, and which certainly may, and 
often do, ariſe from a very different Cauſe, 
than the Influence of the Holy Spirit. —lf 
then you mortify the Deeds of the Body, as 
St. Paul expreſſeth it, it is through the Spirit. 
If you are really good, righteous, and walk 
according to Truth, i, e. the Goſpel, you have 
the Spirit, becauſe you have tte Fruit of 
the Spirit, which the Apoſtle tells you is in all 
Geeodneſs, Righteoujneſs, and Truth : In ſhort, 
if you lead an Holy and Chriſtian Life, you 
bave the Spirit, you are led by the Spirit, the 
Spirit of God duelleth in you, you are ſanctiſied 
bv the Sfirit, you walk in the Spirit, which 
Expreſſions, and ſuch like of Holy Writ, do 
imply that the Spirit of God does really aſſiſt 
you for, and that you comply with this 
Aſſiſtance to the Purpoſes of Chriſtian Holi - 
neſs.— But if on the contrary you live un- 
worthy of the Goſpel, if you do not frame 
your Practice according to the Laws of Chriſt, 
but indulge your Vices, you may be as much 
aſſured (notwithſtanding any Pretenſions an 
the 


( 13 ] 
the contrary) you have not the Spirit to any 
real Advantage ; and that however the Spirit 
of God may ſometimes put good Thoughts 
into your Mind, and is ready to aſſiſt you. 
yet that you reſiſt His Influence, and will 
not ſuffer 1t, as it ought, to bring you to 
the Practice of Holineſs; for as the Apoſtle 
obſerves, Gal. v. Walk in the Spirit, and ye 
ſhall not fulfill the Luſts of the Fleſh, From 


whence it is evident that whoever does /u!fi!/ 


the Luſts of the Fleſh, does not walk in the 
Spirit * 


Some there are who ſeem to have ſet up a 
very different Rule from this, whereby they 
determine-that they have the Spirit, a kind 
of ſenſible Feelings, rapturous Emotions of Mind, 
and a warm Glow of Spirit, Hence it has 
often happen'd, that Perſons who have been 
affected in this manner, have concluded that 
they have had the Spirit of @ Truth ; and 
that others, differently affected, have ſuppoſed 
that the Spirit of God has indeed forſaken 
them, and by theſe means have been driven 


into great Deſpondency of Mind : But for as 


much 


This is an Anſwer to the Queſtion in general, whether 
we are influenced by the Holy Spirit; and this, in common 
at leaſt, is all that is neceſſary for us to know: But if you 
will deſcend to Particulars, and aſks whether you was aſſiſted 
by the Holy Spirit in doing ſuch a particular Action or nor, 
the Arſwer is not ſo eaſy, but will often be attended u it); no 
{mall Diticulty. For a Solution of this Point, I refer to 4a 
Letter ſent by me to the Rev. Mr. Jorer, Page 34, Cc. 
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much as theſe Things do in general ariſe 
from an heated Imagination, from a warm 
Fancy, and particular State of the Animal 
Spirits, and depend greatly on the Tempera- 
ture of the Body, they muſt be very impro- 
per Marks to judge by in this Caſe; and fur- 
ther, theſe are Things which the Wicked 
may, and often do perceive, and . which 
the good Chriſtian, tho” indeed actuated by 
Divine Grace, may not be acquainted with, 
That this is Truth, Experience will prove to 
us ; moreover, theſe are ſuch Marks as the 
Scriptures have no where pointed out to us, 
ſuch as Reaſon does not teach us, ſuch as it 
admitted to be an Evidence of our having the 
Spirit, will prove the Directions of the Spirit 
very often to be contradictory to each other, 
and will lead into the moſt fatal Errors. From 
hence it happens, that all Enthufiaſts what- 
ever, be their Notions as oppoſite to each 
other as Light and Darkneſs, do yet talk m 


this ſtrain; and ſet forth their wild Opini- 


ons as the Doctrines of the Spirit, becauſe at 
this time they have this Warmth of Fancy 
and Imagination, or as they tell you ſome- 
times, becauſe they * feel the Spirit. — But 
does not our Church talk in the ſame Lan- 


guage on this Point ? Does ſhe not in her 
17th 


* Fxpreſſions of this kind, I mean of feeling the Hirt, 
may be icen in Mr. 1 hitfeld" s Journals, 
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17th Article ſay, Such as jeel in themſelves the 
Working of the Spirit of Chriſti? Very true; 
and it may be allowed, that if the Article had 
ſaid nothing more than ſuch as feel in them- 
ſelves the Working of the Spirit of Cbriſt, the 
Expreſſion would have been obicure, and in- 
deed improper, as it might ſerve to lead 
Men into wrong Opinions ; but read on and 
vou will ſee what the Article means: the 
whole Paſſage ſtands thus, Such as feel in 
themſelves the Working of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
morttfying the Works of the fleſh, and their 
earthly members, and drawing up their Mind 
to high and heavenly Things, This clears up 
the Senſe of the Expreſſion, and points out 
to us what is meant by the Working of the 
Spirit, in the Words that follow, mortifying 
te Works of the Fleſh, &c. And as this Change 
in our Affections cannot be produced in us, 
without our being conſcious thereof, this will 
teach us how to underſtand the Word feel, 
which implies the ſame as to be conſcious of, 
or to perceive this Influence of the Spirit, 
To confirm this Obſervation, conſider alſo 
the ſame Article as it waseſtabliſhed in Latin, 
at the ſame Time, and by the ſame Authority, 
which may be rendered literally in this man- 
ner, Who perceive within themſelves the 
«© Power of the Spirit of Chriſt,” ui entiunt 
in ſe vim ſpiritus Chriſti, To perceive then 
within ourſelves the Power of the Spirit of 
| | Chritt, 


F 1 FEISS : ge * — — — — ; 
. en Ge ERTIES 
— — - 


nd — 


— 
— — — 


* 
—— — — — — 2 — _ — 
- — — me] * — 


K,# e 
Chriſt, is an Expreſſion equivalent to feeling 


within ourſelves the working of the Spirit 


of Chriſt ; only the Latin is leſs obſcure, and 
leſs liable to be miſunderſtood, or miſapplied. 
Aſk then this Queſtion, How do we perceive 
within ourſelves the Power of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, or * fee/ within ourſelves the Work- 


The Imperſection of Language requires the Uſe of 
Metaphors ; and as long as they are applied properly, and 
underſtood in the ſame Manner, they ſerve to good Purpoſes, 
by conveying many of our Notions to each other, which 
could not well be done without them in ſome Caſes; and 
by giving Strength and Beauty to the Expreſſion in many 
others: But when Metaphors are either miſapplied, or 
miſunderſtood, and taken in a literal, when they ſhould be 
conſidered in a figurative Senſe, this muſt of Neceſſity produce 


Error. And as the Subject on which ſuch an Expreſſion is 


uſed is more important, the Error will be of worſe Conſe- 
quence. This has been one fruitful Source of Miſtakes in 
all Kinds of Knowledge, as might eaſily be ſhewn ; but 
moſt remarkably ſo in Religion, into which many falſe 
Doctrines have been introduced, as by taking figurative 
Expreſſions in a ſtrict and literal Senſe, ſo likewile by an 
Application of Metaphors upon improper Occaſions. This 
is the very Caſe of the Expreſſion now before us of feeling, 
and ſuch like, as applied to /piritzal Things. In its primary 
and original Senſe it refers to material Objects, which the 
Mind perceives by the Intervention of one of the bodily 
Senſes, the Touch or Feeling ; but by a Metaphor it is applied 
to ſpiritual and immaterial Objects, which the Mind is 
generally ſaid to fie! when it perceives, and is conſcious of 
their Preſence with, and Influence upon her Faculties ; tho' 
ſometimes indeed it is uſed in a different Senſe : Thus in 
Acts xvii. 27. where you have theſe Words, If happily they 
might ſeel after him, and find him. The original Expreſſion 
in this Text ſeems to be ſtronger than our 'Tranilation, 


ti pa ye U Eu auroy, It is a Metaphor taken 


trom a Perſon that is either blind, or in the dark, and en- 
deavours 


my 
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Spirit then prove t 
Operation of the Spirit within us; and who- 


| 17 
ing of the Spitit of Chriſt; and then anſwer 
from the Words of the Article, By per- 
te ceiving it mortifying within us the Works 
of the Fleſb, and our earthly Members, 
% and drawing up our Minds to high and 
© heavenly T os. Theſe Fruits of the 
ie Power, the Working or 


ſoever perceives theſe Fruits of the Spirit in 


Himſelf, perceives that the Power of the Spi- 


rit worketh upon him, becauſe theſe Fruits 
cannot be produced without it. Compare 


what has been urged with what the Homily 


on Whitſunday hath ſaid to this Purpoſe, and 
let the Homily explain theſe Words of the 
Article. In the Homily you have this Que- 
ſtion propoſed, ** But how ſhall I know that 


the Holy Ghoſt is within me? ſome Man 


D e perchance 


; deavours to find what he wants, by ſtretching out his Hand 
to feel it: And in this Place it ſignifies the enquiry or ſearch 


of the Mind after God. Take this Expreſſion in its literal 
Senſe, ard you conſider God as a corporeal and material 
Being, for immaterial and ſpiritual Beings are not Objects of 


the touch or feeling, or indeed of any of the Senſes. From 


hence you may perceive the miſchievous Conſequence: of 
taking this, or any ſuch like Expreſſion, in too fri a Senſe ; 
and how dangerous it is to lay ſuch a Streſs upon Metaphors, 


or to miſapply them. The preſent Times have been greatly 


miſled, and ſadly deceived by the improper Application and 
Miſunderſtanding of this very Metaphor, Men of Senſe 


and Judgment therefore, and ſuch as would wiſh the World 


to be undeceived in their Errors, ſhould be cautious how 


they make uſe of this, or ſuch like Metaphors, which have 
been fo miſerably perverted to the Support of Error aid 
- Falſhood in Religion, 


_ 
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Church upon this Queſtion, that there can 
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_ perchance will fay.” © Obſerve tow * 
Apiwer; ** For focth as the Tree. is known * : 
“ by his Fruit, ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, The 
1 Froirs of the HolyGhoſt (according to the 
« Mind of St. Paul) are theſe; Love, Joy, 
“ Peace, Long-ſaffering, Gentleneſs, Good 
e neſs, Faithfulneſ, Meeknels, Temperance, ; 
1 Contrariwile, the Deeds of the Fleſh | 
« are theſe: Adultery, Fornication, Unclean- 
* neſs, Wantonnets, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 
th Hatred, Debate, Emulation. Wrath, Cots 
*© tention, Sedition, Hereſy, Envy, Murther, 
1 Dtunkenneßs, b Gluttony, and ſach like. 
« Here is now that Glaſs wherein thou muſt 
© behold thyſelf, and diſcern whether thou 
have the Holy Ghoſt withiq thee, or the 
«© Spirit of the Fleſh: If thou ſee that thy 
Works be virtuous and good, confonant 
* to the preſcript Rule of God's Word, ſa- 
* vouring and taſting not of the Fleſh, but 
of the Spirit, then aſſure thyſelf that thou 
« art endued with the Holy Ghoſt; other- 
e wiſe in thinking well of thyſelf thou doſt 
* nothing elſe but deceive thyſelf,” — The 
Homily, you perceive, does not talk of /en/i- 
ble Feelings, raplurous Emotions, or a ſudden 
and warm Glow of the Spirits ; but it ſends 
you to the moſt tolid Proof, the Fruits of the 
Spirit, and hath fo fully and clearly ſtated 
this Point, and alfo given the Senſe of our 
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be 


[ 19 
be no Reaſon for me to dwell any longer 
** this head. 


as. to the Manner in which the Spirit of 


God, operates upon our Spirits, and the Me- 
th4d;by: which he conveys Light to the Un- 
gerſtanding, and Strength to the Will, that 
e may both perceive and perform our Duty 
the better, it is indeed a Point with which 
We are unacquainted, God has not thought 
fit to inform us of this Thing, and therefore 
it is not neceſſary for us to know it. And tur- 
ther, we can very well perform that Obedi- 
ence to the Laws of God, for which this 
A ſſiſtance was given us, without this Know- 
ledge, and therefore it is unneceſſary on this 
Account alſo. Our bleſſed Lord has com- 
pared the Operation of the Spitit to the Wind, 

of which he ſays,” we know not whence it 
cometh, nor er it goeth, and hs adds, / 
is every one that is hirn of the Spir2t. Suflici- 
ent it is for us, that we are certain ef this 
Aſſiſtance from the Promile of that God who 
cannot deceive us; and that'the Spirit help- 


eth us, from thit Power we find outiclves 


endued with (and whicn Nature affords not) 


of ortifying tne Fleſh, and brigeine forth 
ruits of the Spirit. As then the Effects 


the Wind prove the Certainty of its blow- 
Ins, to do the Fruits of the Spi uit prove the 
.*Certainty of his Aſſiitance. add to this ano- 
„r . 
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we may 
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ther Conſideration, that the ſame Difficulty, 


which attends the Operation of the Holy Spi- 


rit upon our Minds, doth attend alſo the 


Operations of our own Spirits upon our own. 
Bodies. How and which way our Spirits move 
and operate upon our Bodies, and make them 
exert their ſeveral Powers and Offices, is al- 
together as difficult to conceive as the Ope- 
rations of God's Spirit upon our Minds, But 
{| tho* we know not the preciſe Manner in 


Which this ſpiritual Strength is conveyed to, 


and acts upon our Faculties, yet of this I think 
be noni; that the Spirit operates 
upon us agreeably to the Frame of our Na- 


tures; for this ſpiritual Help was not given to 


ſubvert and deſtroy, but to aſfiſt the 


Bowers 


of our Nature: Now as the Nature of Man 
is that of a Being endued with a Principle of 


Reaſon, as the ſuperior Faculty, and with a 
Variety of Paſſions, which are inferior to, and 
ought to be under the Government of Rea- 
jon; the Spirit of God therefore in his Ope- 
rations does not ſuperſede or deſiroy the Uſe of 
our Reaſon, but requires the Exerciſe there- 
of, He does not affect our Paſſions by filling 
us with imaginary and groundleſs Hopes and 
Fears; but whenever he royſeth either our 


Hopes, 


Our Church, in its Homily on JP hit/unday, ſpeakin 
of he Office of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctiſy and 88 
ſays of it, the more it is hid from our Underſtanding, the 
more it ought to move all Men to wonder at the /zcret and 
mighty Working of Gog's Holy Spirit that js within ps,” 
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Hopes, or our Fears, there is ſome Reaſon for 
it, which our Underſtanding perceives, and 
enforces upon our Paſſions, -But as Man is 
endued with a Principle of Reaſon, ſo is he 
hkewiſe a Being that is accountable for his 
Actions, and conſequently a Being who doth 
in ſome Degree, at leaſt, partake of Freedom; 
who therefore may indeed be perſuaded, but 
ought not, nay without Violence to his Na- 
ture, cannot be forced to the Practice of 
Holineſs. This Aſſiſtance then does not 
deſtroy, but requires our Concurrence there: 
with, in order to produce that end, for which 
it was deſigned. It indeed affords us ſufficient 
Help, but it does not compel us to be Holy, 
8 to this Notion, St. Pau / hath re- 
quired of us to work out (32 Salvation with 
Bear and Trembling; and for this very Reaſon 
for or becauſe it is God that workethin 11 
0 Will, and to doof His good Pleaſure. Though 
then it is true, that God, by his Grace, doth 
enable us both to Will, and to do what is good, 
that we may obtain this our 1 yer 
Man bim/el} muſt work in this Caſe, and 10 
this very Duty the Apoſtle exhorteth him. 
But notwithſtanding this Inference deduced 
by St. Pau/from the Conſideration of Diving 
Afliflance | yet there have not been wanting 
thoſe ay ih who have inferred juſt the 
, contrary: who ſuppole that, becauſe Gog 
woiketh jo us both to will and to do, God 
thereforg 
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therefore does the whole ſo entirely, that we 

ourſelves do nothing in our Converſion from Sin, 

and in the Practice of Chriſtian Holineſs 

that his Grace acts irreſiſtibly upon us that 

| we are merely paſſibe under it—and' that 
there is no Need at all of eur Concurrence, 
| But that tor ourſelves do properly ac in this 
| our Converſion trom Sin, and in the Practice | 

1 of Holineſs that the Grace of God is not 
| thus 7-re/ſtible, andae ourſelves merely paſſive ; 

| but that we onght to accept of, and can like- 

1 wile concur. with this Aſſiſtance of God, is 
| I think, evident to every one, who will 

but impartially conſult his ewn- Experience; 

and what be perceives within himſelf in 

doing any good thing. He mult be Conſcious 


— 
: r 


that Man is properly an Object of Rewards, 
if he does well. This our Religion evidently 
ſuppoſeth: But he could not be a proper Ob- 
jet of Reward, if the Grace of God ated 
irreſiſtibly upon him; or it the virtuous Action 
| was entirely the Action of Divine Grace, and 
| not the Action of the Man. In this Caſe the 
| * Man would be no more than an Inſtrument 
| j | of Action. And as the Action would not be 
| If bis on, io could be not be a proper Object of 
(1 

| 

| 


Wl) | that his own Faculties concur, and are pro- 
perly exerted in producing this Action; and 
If [ that without any For ce, or Violence upon them, 
14 which compells them to exert themſelves. 
Ul | Secondly, it is evident from this Conſideration, 
1 
, ' 
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Reward. Man therefore being ſuppoſed by 
our Religion a proper Object of Reward (tor 
the Rewards in Scripture are promiſed to Mar: 
himſelf) he muſt be ſuppoſed Tikewile to be 
properly an Agent in the virtuous Action : — 
That Man is properly an Agent in Vice, becauſe 
the Puniſhment-is threatened to Man if he 
be vicious, is a Conſequence which every onc 
will admit. That Man is properly an Agent 
in Virtue, becauſe the Reward is promiſed to 

bim if he be virtuous, is an Argument which 

15 founded upon the ſame Kind of Reaſoning; 
andit will hold good in both Caſes, or neither, 

If it will prove Man to be an Agent in Vice, 

it will alſo prove him to be an Agent in Virtue; 

and if it cannot prove him to be an Agent in 

Virtue, it cannot prove him to be an Agent in 

vice.— The Goſpel then, ſuppoſing Man to be 

a proper Subject of Religion, and a proper 
Object of — if he lives virtuouſly, as 

well as a proper Object of Puniſhment if he 

lives wickedly, ſuppoſerh him to be properly 

an Agent both in Vi:zve and in Vice; and 
though our Religion doth afford him a ſuper- 
natural Affiſtance to enable him for the 

Practice of Holineſs ; yet this doth not Jeftroy, 

but only / the Agency of Man, for not- 

withſtanding this Aſſiſtance, it yet ſuppoſeth 

him a proper Object of Reward for his Virtue. 

Add to this another Conſideration alſo, that 
as it is Man hi mſelf who is required to abſtain 

trom 


| 1 from Vice, ſo is it likewiſe Man bimfelf who 
1 is commanded to practiſe Virtue, and to do 
1 what is good and holy. This evidently ſup- 

1 poſeth Man to be an Agent, as in the Practice 


| 

| of Vice, ſo likewiſe in the Practice of Virtue 
and Holineſs. And it ſeems utterly impoſſible 
| | to give any reaſonable Account how any 
1 moral Precepts can be addreſſed to Man ori 
| any other Suppoſition than the true and proper 
| Agency of Man, with reſpe& both to Vice 
| and Virtue: In ſhort, this ſeems to be the 
true State of the Point now before us; that 
1 tho' the Divine Grace itſelf muſt ſtrictly be 
wy faid to be /olely from God, as he alone is the 
ll | Giver thereof, yet no good Action can with 

ll | any Propriety be ſaid to be ſolely from him; 
ll | | When yet it muſt, if the Grace of God ated 
qi | irre//tibly, or deſtroyed the Agency of Man; 
11 und the Reaſon is this, becauſe there are two 
Parties concerned in this Caſe, the Grace of 

God prevents that we may have a good Will; 

und works togetber with us when we have this 
good Will * (See Article x.) The Man ac- 
cepts of this preventing and afſiting Grace of 

God. and by making uſe of his own Faculties, 
affiſted by this additional Help of the Spirit, 


be, 


* Wherefore, we have no Power to do good Works; 
pleaſant and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God, 
ky Chriſt preventing us that we may have a good Will; and 
Working with us when we have that good Will. 
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he, the Man, produces the good Action. The 
Action therefore is properly the Action of the 
Man, becauſe it is by his Acceptance, and Uſe 
of this Afſiſtance, together with the Exerciſe 
of his own Faculties, that the Action is pro- 
duced. The Glory of it ought indeed to be 
attributed unto God, becauſe it is by the 
Aſſiſtance of God that he is enabled to per- 
form it; though Man is not without his 
Honour in this Caſe, but in an inferior De- 
gree, becauſe he makes a good Uſe of this 
Divine Help.— In this Manner is St. Paul to 
be underftood, when he tells us that he la- 
boured more abundantly than they all, which 
clearly thews that the Labour was properly 
his own; but yet, conſcious that it was 
the Grace of God that he was enabled thus 
to labour, he adds, yet not J, but the Grace 
of God thatisin me; by which he does not 
Mean that he himſelf did not properly la- 
bour, which he had before aſſerted; but this 
was ſpoken that he might give the Glory of 
theſe his Labours unto God, who ſtrengthened 
him for that Purpoſe. —Bat thirdly, this Point 
is clear and evident from many plain and ex- 
preſs Paſſages of Holy Writ, in which Men 
are condemned for, or warned againſt ing, 
quenching, grieving, and doing Deſpite to the 
Holy Spirit. The Sum then of this Point 
amounts to this: That without the Spirit of 
God we can indeed neither will, nor do wha 
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is good, but that we can do all Things re- 
quired of us through Chriſt, that ſtrength- 


eneth us by his Spirit, Philipprans iv. 13. but 
then be it obſerved, that this Aſſiſtance doth 
not deſtroy the Uſe of, but only giveth freſh 
and greater Power to thoſe Faculties of Action 
within us; and thus enableth us to exert 
ourſelves in ſuch a Manner, as may be attend- 
ed with Succeſs, if we are not wanting to 
ourſelves. But are we not often ſaid in the 
Phraſe of Scripture to be created in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good Works, Epheſians ii. 10. to 
be born of God, and to be born of the Spirit? 
Very true, But what can a Man do towards 
his own Creation or Birth? To this I anſwer, 


he can do nothing towards his natural Birth 


or Creation; and the Reaſon is this, becauſe 
what has no Exiſtence, cannot be ſuppaſed 
to act without a direct Contradiction; be- 
cauſe this would be the ſame, as to ſuppoſe 


Man exiſting, and not exiſting at the lame 


Time: But if becauſe Man can do nothing 
towards his natural Birth and Creation, you 
infer that he can do nothing towards his 


ſpiritual Birth and Creation ; you mult firſt 


rove that the Parallel between the natural 
and ſpiritual Birth and Creation holds ſtrictly 
true, in all Circumſtances, or elſe this Con- 
ſequence will be denied, The Deſign of 
theſe, and ſuch like Metaphors, made uſe of 
upon this occaſion, was to expreſs the Great- 
| neſs 


— 


_ ͤ gs od... 


(27] 

neſs of the Change, that Man is hereby, 
at it uere, created a-new, and born a-new, 
| having new Inclinations, and a new Practice. 
Beſides, if you ſuppoſe that the various 
Metaphors, by which this Change is ex- 
preſſed, are to be taken in this ſtrict and literal 
Senſe, and if you will purſue the Allufion 
as far as your Fancy may direct, the certain 
Conſequence will be this, that you will find 
many of theſe Metaphors to be inconſiſtent 
y with each other, as might eaſily be ſhewn.— 
Another bad Conſequence which will attend 
this Method of Interpretation is, that it 
makes theſe figurative Expreſſions incon- 
ſiſtent alſo with other plain Texts of Holy 
Writ, for to whom I pray is the command 
given; and who are ſuppoſed in Holy Writ 
to repent, but Men themſelves? Now Re- 
pentance is an Expreſſion equivalent to thoſe 
other figurative ones. Repent ye, and believe 
the Goſpel, Marki. 15. And they preached 
that Men ſhould repent, vi. 12. and Luke 
xiii. 3. Except ye repent. As iii. 19. Re- 
pent ye therefore, and xvii. 30. commandeth 
all Men every where to repent. Men there- 
fore are commanded, and they themſiives are 
ſuppoſed to repent; and this is the conſtant 
Language of the facred Pages. Again, who 
is ſuppoſed by the Prophet 70 turn away from 
his Wickedneſs ? The wicked Man. When the 
wicked Man, &c, Ezekiel xviii, 27. Who 
E 2 are 
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rare commanded) by the Apoſtle to cleanſe 
1 their Hands? The Sinners; and to purify 
1 their Hearts? The double Minded, James iv. 8. 
Wi And St. Paul requireth us to cleante che 
11. from all Pilthincks, Ge. 2. Cor. vii. 1. Theſe 
1 and ſuch like Paſſages therefore do evidently 
| ſuppoſe that theſe are the Actions of Men 
themjelves. But as you cannot infer from 
hence, that there is no Neceſſity of Divine 
Aſlillance to enable us for the Performance 
of thele things; ſo neither can you infer 
from thoſe other Paſſages, which teach the 
Help, and inculcate the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Spirit, that Man 1s not properly an Agent, 
| and that theſe ate not properly the Actions 
111 of Men. Both the Aſſiſtance of Divine 
4 Grace, and the Agency of Man, are clearly 
1 ſuppoſed, and may evidently be proved by 
1 the ſacred Scriptures, and they are likewiſe 
ﬀ conſiſtent with cach other. 
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1 The Advocates for irręiſtibie Grace do 
1 indeed imagine that hereby they advance the 
4 Glory of God; but this I apprehend may be 
much queſtioned, That ſuch Principles, as 
overturn the very Foundations of Religion, 
cannot promote the Glory of God, is I think, 
an evident Truth ; becauſe Religion is the 
| | beſt way to. alority God. That whatever 
Notions deſtroy the Agency of Man, do 
indeed ſubvert the Foundations of Religion, 
is, 
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is, I think, as plain; for ſuppoſe Man not to 
be an Agent (which this Doctrine does ſup- 
poſe) and it ſeems an undeniable Conſe- 
- quence, that he cannot be a proper Subject of 
Religion; becauſe he cannot be a proper 
Object of any Laws, or of Rewards, or 
Puniſhments. And ſhould this be allowed, 
what! is the Conſequence, but that neither 
Chriſtianity, nor indeed any Religion what- 
ever, can be obligatory upon us? This Plea 
therefore, though indeed it may ſeem ever to 
pious, as it appeareth to aim at the Glory of 
God, and hath all the outward Form and 
Sbew of Humility,and may, by theſe Means, 
deceive many well-diſpoled Perſons, yet 
cannot be admitted, becauſe it is inconſiſtent 
with the very Nature of Religion itſelf; as 
it ſuppoſeth Man not to be an Agent, but a 
Machine, and Inſtrument of Action only; 
and it muſt, I think, be allowed that no one 
Part of Religion ſhould be explained in ſuch 
a Manner, as to contradict the very Nature 
of that Religion, of which it is ſuppoſed to 
be a Part. I conclude therefore, that Man is 
properly an Agent, and therefore that the Grace 
' of God is not irreſiſtible, 5 
I 


The Poſſibility of reſiſting the Spirit is evidently taught 
us by our own Church, in Article 16, where you have theſe 
Words: After we have received the Hoy Ghoſt, wwe may 
depart from Grace given, and fall into Sin. But we cannot 
depart from Grace given, and fall into Sin, without re 

race, 
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I have inſiſted longer on this Particular 
than I ſhould otherwiſe have done, becauſe 
there are many, in theſe preſent Times, who 
are apt to deny the Agency of Man, eſpecially 
in Virtue, though at the ſame Time they ad- 
mit, and contend for the Truth of Religion. 


But it may be afked, To whom does this 
Divine Grace belong ? In anſwer to this, I 
think it conſiſtent with Reaſon, with our 
beſt Notions of the Attributes of God, and 
with the Declarations of Holy Writ itſelf, to 
ſouppole that it belongs to all thoſe to whom 
the Goſpel is preached, if they themſelves 
are not in fault, —Conſiſtent with Reaſon, I 
ſay, becaule it is certainly agreeable to this, 
to ſuppoſe that the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, 
of which Divine Grace is one, were intended 
for all thoſe to whom the Goſpel was com- 
manded to be preached ; for the Goſpel would 
otherwiſe 'be, in Appearance and Shew, an 
Offer of Bleflings without any Intention of 
giving them. Whether this be worthy of the 
great and benevolent Author of our Religion, 
or not, judge ye, - Conſiſtent alſo with our 


beſt 


Crace, and the Hel; Sirit. And alſo in the Homily, en- 
titled, Folling from God, which ſuppoſeth that a Man can 
fall from God finally, and periſh, tho' he has been in a State 
of Grace and Favour with God, and therefore cautions him 
againſt it. With this agreeth alſo, Suffer us not at our luft 
Hour, far any Pains of Death, to fall from Thee; which 
Expreſſion does infer a Reſiſtance of Grace. Burial Serwice. 
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be(t Notions of the Attributes of God; for 
as much as by theſe means the Divine Good- 
neſs and Mercy (ſo much enlarged upon in 
the Goſpel) is diſplay'd in a more extenſive 
manner, and ſhines forth with a much greater 
Glory.—Conſiſtent alſo with the Declarati- 
ons of Holy Writ ; for as much as whoſoever 
rejects the Goſpel through Uubelief, or breaks 
its Laws by a wicked Life, is ſuppoſed in 
Scripture Phraſe to reſiſt, to quench, to grieve 
the Holy Spirit ; which Expreſſions are ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with the contrary Suppoſi- 
tion, that the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit is not 
offer'd to them. 


But as a farther Confirmation of this Point, 
_ conſider what our bleſſed Lord himſelf has 
promiſed, Luke xi. Af and it ſhall be given 
you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall 
be opened unto you ; for every one that aſeeth 
receiveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth, and to 
bim that knocketh it ſhall be opened. But what 
is this, you'll ſay, to the Purpoſe ? here is no 
Promiſe of giving the Spirit to every one. 
But read on, and you will find that this Paſ- 
ſage does indeed refer to this very Gift; for 
after our bleſſed Lord had ſtrengthen'd this 
Promiſe, by Conſiderations drawn from the 
natural Tenderneſs, and Affections of earthly 
Parents towards their Children, in ſupplying 
their Wants, he concludes in this following 

manner, 
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| | | manner, How much more ſhall your Heavenly 
| Father gius the "_ 55 5 to how that af 
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1 Another Conſideration which ſeems to ſet + 
[188 | this Point beyond Diſpute, and to prove that 
14 the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit is indeed offered 

1 to every one, is the Doctrine of Univerſal 
1 | 1 Redemption; which is clearly taught in Holy 

14 Writ, and as ſtrongly aſſerted by our own 

| | | Church, in Article xxxi.“ For if God doth 


2 


—— 


ofter the End, it cannot be ſuppoſed but that 
he alſo offereth the Means neceſſary to obtain 
this End. And therefore ſince God offereth 
Redemption to All, he therefore offereth 
the Affiſtance of the Spirit unto All, to qua- 
lify them that they may be Partakers of this 
'Bleſfing. The Affiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit then 1s the Privilege of every Chridlan 
that will but ſeek it by thoſe Means 
which God hath appointed, and properly 
concur therewith when this Help is given; 
ſo that if any Perſon hath it not, the Fault 
is in himſelf; he either does not endeavour 
to obtain it by thoſe Methods w nich God 
bath appointed, or elſe by refuſing this Help- 
when offered to him, he has grieved, and fo 
driven un Holy Spirit from him. 
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Thus 


* The offering of Chriſt once made is that perfect Re- 
. demption, Propitiation, and Satisfaction for a// the Sins of 
the whole World, boch original and actual. 
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Thus have I endeavour'd to conſider this 
important Article of our Religion, and to 
give a Solution to moſt of the material Que- 
ſtions upon this Head, in the cleareſt Man- 
ner 1 was able, though not ſo clearly as I 
could with. An Inference or two, drawn 
from ſome of the preceding Conſiderations, 
may not be without ſome Advantage. And 


Firſt, from hence you may judge of thoſe 
Pretenſions, which ſome have made to larger 
Communications of the Spirit than other 
Men; of zmmediate Commiſſions from 
Heaven, and Inſpirations from God's Spirit, 
that they are vain and groundleſs ; becauſe 
the extraordinary Operations of the Holy 
Spirit were neceſſary for, and belonged only 
to the primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, What- 
ever was neceſſary to be revealed, was re- 
vealed at that time; and whatever Miracles 
were neceſſary to be wrought for the Con- 
firmation of theſe Doctrines, were wrought 
at that time. And we might, with equal 
Propriety, claim the Power of working Mi- 
racles, as pretend that we are thus immedi- 
ately inſpired, * * common 3 
| TAC 


ln the Communion Service of our Church, we pray to 
God that he would cleanſe the Thoughts of our- Hearts by 
the Inſtiratien of his Holy Spirit. Now it is evident bot 
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form whatever the Goſpel requireth o 


the Spirit are fully ſufficient for us at preſent, 
to enable us both to underſtand, and to per- 

f ws, 
either as to Faith or Practice. And as there 
is no Neceſſity of theſe extraordinary Helps, 
there can be no Reaſon why they ſhould at 


preſent be admitted, unleſs thoſe Perſons who 
claim them, will give us the ſame Evidence 


as theApoſtles did, the working of Miracles in 
Confirmation of them. That many Perſons 


have in theſe Days talked, and acted in ſuch 
a Manner, as if they had been thus extraordi- 


narily aſſiſted, is much too evident and noto- 
rious to want a Proof. Such has been the 
powerful Influence of Enthuſiaſm in theſe 


Times. But to ſhew proper Evidence and 


Grounds 


the Iuſpiration of the Holy Spirit, for which we pray in 


this Collect, is ſuch as belongs to the ordinary Aſſiſtances 
thereof, for it is ſuck an /r:/piration as cleanſe; the Thoughts 
of cur H:arts, that we may perfectly love, and worthily mag- 


u thy, i. e God's holy Name. But this is no Encourage- 


ment to think of immed:ate Inſpiration, for the ordinary 


Graces of the Spirit (and ſuch like) are given in the Uſe of 


Means; which our Church, in her General Thankſgiving, 
calls the Means of Grace, Here it might alſo be obſerved, 
that tho' the Word [ſpiration, at the Time of compoſing 
our Liturgy, was applicable both to the ordinary, and ex- 


- traordinary Operations of the Spirit, and in che true and 
proper Senſe of the Word may be applied ſo at preſent ; 


yet Cuſtom, which altereth the Senſe and Meaning of Words, 
ſeemeth to have appropriated this Expreſſion to ſuch Opera- 


tions of the Spirit as are extraordinary, And. moſt People 


in theſe Days, when any Perſon talks of being inſpired by 
the Holy Gbit, underſtand it of our having the extraordinary 
Helps of the Spirit. See alſo the Collect for the 5th Sunday 


after Zafter. 
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Grounds for theſe Pretenſions, is a thing 
which is m wanting, But, 


Secondly, this Conſideration that we ſtand 
in the greateſt Need of the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
and that God of his Love and Mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, hath actually offered this Help 
unto us, under the Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
pel, ſhould make us greatly eſteem, and ſet 
the higheſt Value upon this our Religion, 
which appears to be ſo well ſuited to relieve 
the preſent Wants of Mankind: You ne:d 
go no further than your own Experience, and 
what you perceive within yourſelf, to become 
| ſenſible of your Weakneſs and Corruption; 

but examine all the Religions in the World 
be ſides the Chriſtian, and you will find no 
Remedy in this your Diſtro. Thanks then 
be to God that the Glorious Light of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt has ſhone upon us, and by 
theſe Means the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit 
become our Help, and our Privilege. The 
| beſt way for us to be thankful to God for fo 
great a Bleſſing is, Eeartily to accept of, and 
comply with "this Grace of God to all the 
Purpoſes of Holineſs. As this wil! be the 
beſt Expreſſion of our Gratitude, fo will it 
tend to the Glory of God, and the Bencht of 
our Souls; and is the very End and Deſign 

for which this Help was beſtowed on us. 
But this brings me to a 
F 2 Third 
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Third Inference, which is, That for as 
much as All may now have the Aſſiſtance of 
Divine Grace, we ourſelves only ſhall be to 
blame, if we live not agreeably to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. If any one ſhould plead Weak- 
neſs, let him conſider what Aſſiſtance he 
coil l wiſh for preferable to that of God by 
his Spirit; and as this Grace is fully ſufficient 
for him, he muſt therefore be altogether 
without Excuſe in his Neglect of an holy 
Lite, —If you doubt of the Certainty of this 
Aſſiſtance, becauſe y ou conceive not the Man- 
ner of conveying it to you; conſider that God 
is able to perform what he in his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs has thought fit to promiſe, 
tho' you may not conceive the Manner in 
which it is to be done; and that he has Ways 
and Means enough to fulfill his Promiſes to 
us.—lf you ſtay till this Grace of God ſhall 
come upon you iii, and thus overpower 
you, and force you to the Ways of Holineſs; 
your Expectations are altogether vain and 
erouncleis:; God will not offer ſuch a Vio- 
lence to your Nature, He 1s indeed always 
ready to give you what is /uffictent to your 
Repentance, and Amendment; but neither 
Reaſon, nor Revelation, can make you hope 
for more. Lay hold then of this Grace ot 
Ged, which is thus mercitully offer'd te yor, 

and 


(371 
ayd let it lead you into the Ways of Holineſs 


a it ought.— In ſhort, and to conclude, Con- 
Ader ſeriouſly, that God of his Mercy in 
2briſt Jeſus, under the Goſpel Diſpenſaticn. 


hath offered to us the Gift of eternal Life and 


Happineſs. To qualify us for the Enjoy- 
ment of this Blefling, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary (if we do but conſider the Nature of 
this Happineſs) that we ſhould be purified 
from our Corruption; and be renewed after 
the Image of God, in Righteouſneſs and true 
- Holineſs : For this Happineſs conſiſts in the 
Enjoyment of the Preſence of God, and all 
the bleſſed Effects thereof, amidſt the Com- 
pany of Angels, and the Spirits of Juſt Mien 
made perfect. And how can you think it 
poſſible for the Wicked to have any Relifl: 
for, or Pleaſure in ſuch Things as theſe? 
| Add to this another Conſideration. alſo, that 
it is certain and evident from Holy Writ, 
that without Holi neſi no one fhail fee the Los d. 
From hence you may judge of the great 
Importance and Neceſſity of Holineſs in this 
Life, in order to our Happineſs in the next. 
To enable us to attain to this Holineſs (for 
which our own Strength was inſufficient) 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit is afforded us. 
It then you are wiſe for your Salvation, or 
thankful to God for his Mercies to you, you 
will gladly accept of this additional Help, 


and 


= 


the Life 
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